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Amendments to the Claims: 
LISTING OF CLAIMS ; 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method for searching a list of available programs from an 
electronic program guide, comprising the steps of: 

obtaining a list of availablo progromo ; 

generating a «seM[uery in response to a command by a user, wherein the user command 
comprises a request to generate program recommendations from the available programs: 

said ttsef-query specifying at least one attribute-value pair for each of a plurality of 
program attributes, wherein at least one of said attribute- value pairs is selected based on at least 
one a prior qttefy-search that has been executed by the use r to obtain program recommendations: 
and 

comparing attributes of said available programs to said attribute-value pairs specified by 
in said query to identify programs fi-om the available programs satisfying said query. 

2. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein said generating step is 
performed automatically in response to said user comman d by accessing a historical search 
database that indicates a numb^ of times that each attribute-value pair appears in the at least one 
prior search . 

3. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein said user command is 
provided bv a single button click. 
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4. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1, wherein said at least one of said 
attribute-value pairs selected based on the at least one a prior search is obtained using the top-N 
search terms^ ££CQwhere N is a positive numberJDU that have been previously used in a query 
for said attribute. 

5. (Original) The method of claim 4, further comprising the step of receiving one or 
more default terms for a given attribute that supercede said corresponding top-N search terms. 

6. (Currently am^ded) The method of claim 1 , further comprising the steps of 
decomposing said query to identify attribute-value pairs contained in said query and 
incrementing a counter indicating a number of times each of said attribute-value pairs appears in 
a=tts^^uery. 

7. (Currently Amended) A method for constructing a query of an electronic program 
guide, comprising the steps of: 

receiving a command from a user initiating said query, 

retrieving at least one o no or mor e p rior g^^ ^search of the electronic uro gram guide 
soorches that have -has b een executed by said user; and 

generating said query to include compris e d of at least one attribute-value pair for each of 
a plurality of program attributes, wherein at least one of said attribute-value pairs is selected 
based on said at least one p rior qu^y -search goorches . 
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8. (Currently amended) The method of claim 7, wherein said generating step is 
performed automatically in response to said user comman d bv accessin g a historical search 
database that indicates a number of times that each attribute- value pair appears in the at least one 
prior search . 

9. (Currently amended) The m^hod of claim 7, wherein said user command is 
provided bv a single button click. 

1 0. (Currently amended) The method of claim 7, wherein said at least one of said 
attribute-value pairs selected based on said at least one p rior search q ««ftes is obtained using the 
top-N search termS:, ILCflwhere N is a positive numberJDJl that have be^ previously used in a 
query for said attribute, 

1 1 . (Original) The method of claim 1 0, further comprising the step of receiving one or 
more default temis for a given attribute that supercede said corresponding top-N search tenns. 

1 2. (Currently amended) The method of claim 7, further comprising the steps of 
decomposing said query to identify attribute-value pairs contained in said query and 
incrementmg a counter indicating a number of times each of said attribute- value pairs appears in 
a«seF-query. 
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1 3 . (Currently Amended) A method for constructing a query of an electronic program 
guide, wherein said query is comprised of at least one attribute-value pair for each of a plurality 
of program attributes, comprising the steps oft 

receiving a conmiand from a user initiating said query; 

retrieving the top-N^ JXQlwhere N is greater than or equal to zeroJDH attribute-value 
pairs for each possible attribute based on a number of times said attribute- value pairs have 
previously been utilized in at least one prior a q«ei^earch that has been executed by the user Jo 
obtain program recommendations : and 

constructing said queay with said top-N attribute- value pairs for each possible attribute 
unless a default attribute-value pair has been specified for a given attribute. 

1 4. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 3, wherein said constructing step is 
performed automatically in response to said user command bv accessing a historical search 
database that indicates a number of times that each attribute- value pair appears in the at least one 
prior search . 

1 5. (Currently amended) The method of claim 13, wherein said user command is 
provided bv a single button click. 

1 6. (Original) The method of claim 1 3, further comprismg the step of receiving one or 
more default temis for a given attribute that supercede said conresponding top-N search terms. 
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17. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 3, further comprising the steps of 
decomposing said query to identify attribute-value pairs contained in said query and 
incrementing a counter indicating a number of times each of said attribute-value pairs appears in 
a «seF<[uery. 

1 8. (Currently Amended) A system for searching a list of available progr ams from an 
electronic program guide, comprising: 

a memory for storing computer readable code; and 

a processor operatively coupled to said memory, said processor configured to execute the 
computer readable code to : 

obtain a liat of available programs; 

generate a usef-query in response to a cormnand by a user, wherein th e user command 
comprises a request to generate program recommendations from the ava ilable programs: 

said «s«=-query specifying at least one attribute-value pair for each of a plurality of 
program attributes, wherein at least one of said attribute-value pairs is selected based on at least 
one a prior quapy^search that has beoi executed by the use r to obtain program recommendations; 
and 

compare attributes of said available programs to said attribute-value pairs specified by in 
said query to identify programs from the available programs satisfying said query. 

1 9. (Currently Amended) A system for constructing a query of an electronic program 
guide, comprising: 

a memory for storing computer readable code; and 
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a processor operatively coupled to said memory, said processor configured to^xecute the 
computer readable code to : 

receive a command from a user initiating said query; 

retrieve ono or mor e at least one p rior queFV -search of the electronic program guide 
search e s t hat has h ave-been executed by said user; and 

goia-ate said query comprised of at least one attribute- value pair for each of a plurality of 
program attributes, wherein at least one of said attribute- value pairs is selected based on said at 
least one p rior quCTv -search o e arches . 

20. (Cimrently Amended) A system for constructing a query of an electronic program 
guide, wherein said query is comprised of at least one attribute- value pair for each of a plurality 
of program attributes, comprising: 

a memory for storing computer readable code; and 

a processor operatively coupled to said memory, said processor configured to execute the 
computer readable code to : 

receive a command from a user initiating said query; 

retrieve the top-N^ HQlwhere N is greater than or equal to zeroJDU attribute-value pairs 
for each possible attribute based on a number of times said attribute-value pairs have previously 
been utilized in at least one prior a qtt«y-search of the electronic progra m guide that has been 
executed by the user, and 

construct said query with said top-N attribute-value pairs for each possible attribute 
unless a default attribute-value pair has been specified for a given attribute. 
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2 1 , (Currently Amended) An article of manufacture for searching a list of available 
programs from an electronic program guide, comprising: 

a computer readable medium having computer readable code meaas-embodied thereon, 
said computer readable program code means -being executable to perform a method c omprising: 
a atop to obtain a list of available progromo; 

a atcp to g e nerat e penCTating a ttsw-query in response to a command by a user, wherein 
the user command comprises a request to geno'ate program recommendations fr om the available 
programs: 

said ttseaF-query specifying at least one attribute- value pair for each of a plurality of 
program attributes, wherein at least one of said attribute-value pairs is selected based on at least 
one a prior qtt«=y-search that has been executed by the user tn ohtatn pmpra m recommendations ; 
and 

a ntcp to compar e comparing attributes of said available programs to said attribute-value 
pairs specified bv i n-said query to identify programs from the av ailable programs satisfying said 
query, 

22. (Currently Amended) An article of manufacture for constructing a query of an 
electronic program guide, comprising: 

a computer readable medium having computer readable code moans embodied thereon, 
said computer readable program code meaft& -beinp executable to perform a method comprising: 
fi ntcp to r e c e iv e receiving a command from a user initiating said query; 
g r.top to rotriove retrieving at least o ne or mor e p rior q»«Fy-search of the electronic 
program guide t hat has been executed by said user; and 
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n mtGp to generate generating said query comprised of at least one attribute-value pair for 
each of a plurality of program attributes, wherein at least one of said attribute-value pairs is 
selected based on said at least one p rior search q uery soarohog . 

23 . (Currently Amended) An article of manufacture for constructing a query of an 
electronic program guide, wherein said query is comprised of at least one attribute- value pair for 
each of a plurality of program attributes, comprising: 

a computer readable medium having computer readable code m e ans embodied thereon, 
said computer readable program code meaas -being executable to perform a method c omprising: 

g stop to rooeiv e receiving a command from a user initiating said query; 

a ntop to retriev e r etrieving the top-N^ ££C|]where N is greater than or equal to zotIQ]] 
attribute-value pairs for each possible attribute based on a number of times said attribute-value 
pairs have previously been utilized in at least one prior a qtt«y-search of the elec tronic program 
guide t hat has been executed by the user; and 

g stop to oonotruct constructing said query with said top-N attribute-value pairs for each 
possible attribute unless a default attribute-value pair has been specified for a given attribute. 
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